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stands on the same level with the language of the
Upnishadas. The poet has often a fancy to indulge in
the composition of metr.es after the Vedic fashion though
Anushtub has been established on a firm basis as the
metre- of epic or Puranik poetry. The state of society
described is very nearly the same as in the Upnishadas.
The Aryans had arrived at a very high state of civiliza-
tion. Kings, armies, palaces and gardens are spoken of
in both. Caste had not become quite exclusive though it
was gradually being stratified. Brahmanas had establish-
ed a character for sanctity and were beginning to be
revered as saintly beings who had attained to divine
powers. Animal food, even beef, was freely eaten by
Kshatriyas and Brahmanas. Sacrifices were the order of
the day, though faith in these rituals had begun to be
shaken by new principles preached as Sankhya, Yoga
and Vedanta, We shall have to discuss this subject at
greater length in a separate place ; but these salient
features are enough to indicate that the Mahabharata
war took place about the time when the Brahmanas were
being and had partly been composed.
This conclusion is not shaken by what we find from a
consideration of external Indian evidence. The Brah-
manas contain no direct reference to the great war no
.doubt, but this is only a negative argument. For there
are other indications which show that the war must have
taken place about the middle of the Brahmana period.
The older portions of the Shatapatha Brahmana speak
of the Kurus and Panchalas as two flourishing com-
muiutie&t The later portions have a direct reference to
Janmejaya Parikshita and his brothers Shrutasena,